
 

R.I. Baker Middle School 

NEWSLETTER 
MARCH  2020  
Principal’s Message 
 Again,  I would like to focus my message this month on nutrition 
and the impact it has on academic performance, focus, and fatigue.  

As we all know, nutrition plays a big role in our overall health and 
wellness.  As parents, it is important we provide our children with 
healthy choices and habits that support a lifetime of positive eating 
and drinking.  

The updated Canada Food Guide now focuses less on a set number 
of portions, and more on food choices and eating habits. It also 
includes a number of recipes and emphasizes the importance of 
making water our drink of choice.  

As I make my way around the tables during lunch, I can’t help but 
notice the number of prepackaged lunches, and processed foods 
that our students are eating.  Research shows that students learn 
best, are more physically active, and have a higher self-esteem 
when their nutritional needs are met.  As a parent, I know how 
difficult it can be to find the time to pack quality lunches that 
include fresh fruits and vegetables, but I think it is important that 
we try when we can.   

As a parent of two boys, I often need to make an effort not to grab 
the packaged snack, and cut up some veggies.  I too, can resort to 
convenience over health...so I often appreciate reminders like this 
one. 

Hopefully the groundhog is right this time! 

 
Mr. Prebs 
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March 11 & 12, 2020 PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS  
ONLINE REGISTRATION 

RIBMS is continuing to use the online appointment booking system for Parent Teacher 
Interviews, the system will be live March 2, 2020   

Please click on the link below and follow these simple instructions: 
 http://ribms.parentteacherconferences.net 

 

Click on the “Register” tab (top right corner) 

Enter your Name, Phone Number, email address 

Create a User ID and a Password 

Click “Register Now” 
 
Click “Add a Student” 
 
Enter Student’s name 
 
Click “Insert” 
 
Click on your Students Name when it appears. 
 
Follow the instructions given on screen. 

Click “View Calendar” 

Click on the Time Slot you would like for your interview 

Click “Book Appointment” 

Repeat the above steps for the number of students you have at RI Baker. 
 

Once you have all appointments booked, Click on “Print Appointments” and you will 
have a hard copy of your child’s appointment times. 

Click “Log Out” (top right hand corner) 

See you March 11 & 12! 

 

 

2 

 

http://ribms.parentteacherconferences.net/


 

 

  SPRING PICTURES TUESDAY, MARCH 17!!!  

GRADE 5 POD NEWS 
Parents, please check with your child in regards to classroom supplies. 
Many students are without the basics such as pencils and erasers. Spring is 
just around the corner, so remember to dress for the weather.  

Language Arts:  

Non-fiction and informational texts are our focus;  discussing text features 
pertaining to reading strategies will be helpful when reading this type of text. The "Who Would Win" 
series by Jerry Pallotta and “Friend or Foe” by Etta Kaner  will be the mentor texts used during the 
next few weeks. The historical fiction novel, “Underground to Canada”, by Barbara Smucker is our 
read aloud novel this term.  

Math: Our Place Value unit test is Tuesday, March 3rd.  Study guides and reminders for the study 
sessions during the last week of February were emailed to parents.  We will be learning more about 
decimals this month as they were introduced in our Place Value unit.  Rounding, adding and 
subtracting decimals will be skills students will be practicing this month. 

Science: 

A, B, C - We will be finishing up the Classroom Chemistry unit during the first week of March. The test 
date will be posted on the grade 5 page closer to that time.  Our next unit will be Weather. 

5D - We are continuing with our Electricity and Magnetism unit.  Students have learned about safety 
around electricity in public and around the home, and we will be starting some hands on activities 
including circuits and simple motors throughout March and April. 

Social: 

We are currently studying the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence Lowlands region, understanding how the 
physical features of this region shape the people living in the smallest, yet most-populated region of 
Canada.    
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GRADE 6 POD NEWS 
Language Arts: This month will be focused on news article writing in preparation for our PAT followed 
up by our poetry unit. We just finished up our story writing unit, with wonderful success and the mark 
for the final projects are on PowerSchool. I also suggest taking a look at the marked story in Google 
Classroom as there are in depth notes on each student’s story. I hope you all have a wonderful March!  

6E, D: Students recently finished a unit of poetry, in which the focus was figurative language and 
comprehension in preparation for the PAT. This unit ended with our poetry cafe and I would again like 
to thank  parents for coming and supporting the students' hard work and creativity. The students are 
now working on a unit that focuses on Newspaper article writing in preparation for their PAT.  

Math:  March will see us moving on to the Fractions unit. After reviewing proper fractions, this unit will 
focus on using improper fractions and mixed numbers.  Students will also be doing daily work on 
multiplying whole numbers.  I encourage all students to practice their basic multiplication facts at 
home on a daily basis to improve their speed and mastery of those basic facts. 

Science: March brings the study of air and aerodynamics. We will be focusing on the different 
properties of air and what helps/hinders movement through air. Students will learn the principle 
behind what makes both birds and airplanes fly. This unit is full of demonstrations and experiments so 
be sure to be asking your child about what they're doing in science class this month!  

Social: The students are finishing off their study of modern-day democracy and have jumped back in 
time. We will be taking a look at the culture and systems of Ancient Greece, the birthplace of 
democracy. Discussions will revolve around different approaches to government and why we have the 
system that we have today. 
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GRADE 7 POD NEWS 

Language Arts: We are just diving into our poetry 
unit. We will be looking at a variety of poetry 
texts/media and exploring how they are different 
from prose fiction and how we engage with them, 
understand them and learn from them. We will 
practice writing poetry pieces as we learn from 
mentor texts. We will be creating multimedia 
poetry projects to share with classmates at the end 
of the month. 

Thank You to the Siminowski family for donating several copies of our book club novels to Mrs. 
Smith’s LA class - it is greatly appreciated! 

Math: The students have completed their midterms covering the first four units. This month we have 
started our fifth unit. This unit expands upon expressions from unit four and moves into solving 
equations.  

Science: This month we will continue to work our way through the third unit of study: Planet Earth. 
This unit will take us into about the third week of March. Stay tuned for a unit test date for your child’s 
class! Once we wrap up Planet Earth we will begin our fourth unit: Heat and Temperature.  This unit 
will explore and investigate the scientific principles of heat and energy.  

Social: This month in Social Studies we will be working on our War of 1812 projects and completing 
Chapter 6.  Students will then begin learning about the great migration and the push for democracy in 
British North America. 

 

 

GRADE 8 POD NEWS 
Math: March will see us work through Chapter 5: Pythagorean Theorem. This is quite a hands-on 
chapter and one that most students genuinely enjoy. We begin by revisiting the square of a number 
and identifying perfect squares. Then, students are introduced to the inverse operation: square roots. 
We also explore the approximate square root of numbers that are not perfect squares. Next, we 
investigate the Pythagorean Theorem. Students will both develop and apply this to solve problems 
involving right triangles. Following the completion of Chapter 5 will be Chapter 6: Measuring Prisms & 
Cylinders. This chapter’s focus is on 3D objects. I anticipate this to begin in late March.  
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Language Arts:   

Mrs. Netzel:  We will be diving into a deep study of literature for the novel Freak the Mighty, by 
Rodman Philbrick.  This is a fantastical tale of two unlikely friends who take on the odds and  conquer 
great adventures together.  Most of the novel will be read in class, but there will be some “deeper 
investigation” that might require re-reading parts of the novel at home.  I am looking forward to 
experiencing this fictional novel together.   

Mrs. McDougall: The students will be completing their Information Books this month. The focus will 
be on revision, an essential step of the writing process, as well as the final editing of their book. 
Students will be researching to deepen their writing, and adding visual elements to support their text 
and its presentation. We will be concluding this writing unit with a celebration on April 2nd and 3rd, 
and we would love for you to come and look at our work! More details to come . . .  :)  

Science: We are continuing on in our study of biology, and will be focusing on the body systems.  Over 
the unit, we will learn about the digestive, respiratory, circulatory, nervous and urinary system.  We 
will finish up with a few projects and the frog dissection.  We will then get into our Light and Optical 
Systems unit. 

Social:  The grade 8’s are working on a project where they are reviewing what they have learned about 
the Aztecs so far while understanding the complexities of the ‘Influencer’ career.  We will be 
researching why the Spanish thought that developing a conquering worldview was a good idea.  From 
there we will begin our study of the conflict between the Aztecs and the Spanish. 

8A, 8B & 8C:  Students are progressing through their Aztec unit and from what I’ve heard, they are 
quite enjoying it.  Recently, the students have had an opportunity to create their own flipped videos 
on what they have learned to date.  Also, we will be having a student teacher in our classroom from 
the university and she will start teaching 8C as of March 4th.  The other two classes she will pick up 
throughout this month.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

8D: Students have begun their next major unit, with a focus on worldview and the Aztec culture, while 
also looking at the connection between the Aztec culture and the European culture we explored for 
the first 4 months of the school year. The students have recently completed their midterm which 
focused on unit 1 (Renaissance) and the first 2 chapters of unit 2 (Aztecs). This unit will most likely take 
up the entirety of March.  
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A Rundown of  Bears  Athletics 
“Let’s Go Bears!” 

  Badminton 
We're excited for the badminton season to get underway. Our 
teams have been selected and we’ll be competing at a number of 
tournaments in March and April. Our team  includes  48 players 
from grades 6-8. 
March 17 Fairbairn  Invitational Grade 8 
March 18 Fairbairn  Invitational Grade 6 
March 19  Fairbairn  Invitational Grade 7 
 March 27– Wilson Invitational (gr. 6- 8) 
April 6— Gr.6 LSAA City Championship @ U of L 
April 6 - County Badminton Tournament (gr. 7-8) 
Apr. 7— Gr.7 LSAA City Championship @ U of L 
Apr. 8— Gr. 8 LSAA City Championship @ U of L 
April 25– Zone Badminton Tournament @ Medicine Hat 
 Looking forward to a great badminton season! 
 
Basketball 
Congratulations to our senior girls basketball team who finished second in the LSAA 
league.  Good luck as you get ready for zones.   

Thanks to all of our fabulous basketball players for representing our school this 
season! It was great to see the players and teams grow and progress throughout the 
season. A huge thank you to all our parents for helping out this season by 
volunteering and supporting the team! A big thank you goes out to our coaches for 
all their work this season! We're looking forward to seeing our players continue with 
basketball in their future! 
 
Intramurals 
In intramurals this month we wrapped up the 3 on 3 basketball. It was awesome to 
see the kids dribble, pass and shoot. We’ll be moving onto badminton for 
intramurals next. 

Track & Field 

May 5th is our annual Track & Field Meet.  A day like this takes many volunteers! If 
you are interested in volunteering at the track and field meet, please email Megan 
Leusink at megan.leusink@pallisersd.ab.ca  Volunteer opportunities include timers 
on the track, measurers for the field events, along with other opportunities. 

Watch for details coming soon about our annual Track and Field Clinic!! 
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The “Beat” From the Music Room 

Dessert Concert & Silent Auction is coming up this month on Friday March 
27th in the RI Baker gymnasium.  Tickets are on sale now at the office and 
tend to go fast so be sure to pick yours up today! $20 each. 

Raffle Tickets are on sale now through RIBMS and KAHS band students. 
Tickets stubs and money should be returned to Mr. Conrad no later than 
March 20, 2020.  If you would like access to additional tickets, please 
contact Mr. Conrad and your name will be added to the waitlist.  

Grade 6 Band Trip - Thursday March 19-Friday March 20 - All Permission 
forms and payments should be submitted by Monday, March 16th.   

Grade 7/8 Band Trip – SABC and Edmonton - All Permission forms and payments should be 
submitted by Tuesday March 3rd.   

Grade 6 Lethbridge Festival - Monday, March 30th 10:00am at the Yates Theatre - $3 admission fee at 
the door for those able to come watch the performance. 

 

Spring Drama Production - “Treasure Island” 
Our production of “Treasure Island” will run nightly March 4-6th at 7pm.   

Tickets are available at the school office,  $7 for Adults and $5 for children under 18 years of age. 

Thank you again for allowing me to work with your talented children and I promise that this year’s 
production won’t disappoint. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
               “Everyone is a reader…...Some just haven’t found their favorite book yet.” 

The library is continuously adding new titles to our collection to keep our readers engaged.  If there is 
a title you would like to see on our shelves please talk to us about it.  All requests are considered and 
appreciated. 

Quite a number of students have library books that are long overdue and emails have been sent home 
to inform  parents and to hopefully encourage students to return these items.  The library shelves 
have always been carefully checked for the items prior to the email being sent home.  If the book has 
been lost or severely damaged your child is responsible for the replacement cost which is generally 
$10.00 for a paperback and $15.00-$20.00 for hardcover items.  Your assistance in having these items 
returned or replaced is appreciated. 

Thank you!! 

 

 

 

 

BAKER CUP - THURSDAY, MARCH 26 
Our annual staff vs. students hockey game will take place on March 26th from 
1:45-2:45.  We invite the grade 4 students from Jennie Emery as well as being open to 
the public, so if you have the chance to come on down and watch the staff reign 
victoriously (doubtful) then we look forward to seeing you. 
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Healthy Eating 
In Canada, March is Nutrition month. Palliser’s 
Wellness Committee and Alberta Health Services have 
provided schools with some great resources that 
support healthy eating and nutrition. Below are some 
links to these tools and resources, as well as the 
benefits of healthy eating.  In efforts to promote 
nutrition, we will be selling veggie bags in the canteen 
for the month of March for $1.00. 
 
What You Need To Know About Healthy Eating 
Canada’s Food Guide recommends eating a variety of healthy foods each day. This 
includes eating plant-based foods more often and choosing highly-processed foods less 
often.  
The new Canada Food Guide also includes the following healthy eating habits: 
 

● Be mindful of your eating habits 
● Cook more often 
● Enjoy your food 
● Eat meals with others 

 
5 Psychological Benefits of Eating Healthy 
 

1. Boosts your mood. 
2. Can reduce depression symptoms. 
3. Increases your overall brain function. 
4. Increases energy levels. 
5. Builds self esteem. 

 
Canada’s Food Guide: https://food-guide.canada.ca/en/ 

Nutrition Month Website: https://www.unlockfood.ca/en/NutritionMonth-2020.aspx 

5 Habits to Make Your Workday Healthier: 
https://www.unlockfood.ca/en/Articles/Workplace-wellness/5-Habits-to-Make-Your-Workday-Healthi
er.aspx 
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March 2020 

 

 

 

The Coaldale Figure Skating Club 
Presents 

“An Enchanted Journey” 
Saturday March 14, 2020 

1:30 pm at the Coaldale Arena 

Special Guest Skater: Brooklyn Watmough 
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Please order and pay @ https://palliserregional.schoolcashonline.com/ 
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